INTERIM STATEMENT

1.
The Front Sheet
The front sheet should be as for the first statement except for the following:

(i)  
If the case has been transferred to another Family Proceedings Court or up to the County Court, this will need to be amended.

(ii) 
Before the signature and date on the front sheet, you will need to set out the purpose of the statement, for example, ‘I make this statement to update the court on significant events since my last statement dated …..’ or, ‘I make this statement in support of the local authority’s adjournment of the final hearing in the proceedings.’

2.
Introduction

Refer the court to your previous statements for your qualifications and experience; do not repeat this.  If this is your first statement in the proceedings, you will need to set out your qualifications and experience as in the guidelines as for a first statement.

3.
Family Composition

Refer the court to the family composition set out in the first statement.  If there have been any changes in the family composition, set these out.
4.
Family Background

Refer the court to your first statement.  .

5.
Significant Events

Include the significant events from the date of your last statement following the guidelines for the first statement.  You will need to include court hearings and outcomes and also contact visits if the child has been living away from home.

6.
The Local Authority Assessment

The local authority assessment should have progressed since the first statement was completed.  Refer the court to the assessment in your first statement and set out the extent to which it has been progressed since then.

If the local authority assessment is being guided by an assessment currently being undertaken by an outside agency, for example, the NSPCC, or an expert witness, for example, a psychiatrist, say that this is the case.

If the child’s circumstances, particularly the child’s placement, have changed since the first statement was filed set out in this section your assessment of the child following the change in its circumstances.

7.
Current and future plans

In this section you need to set out the present plans for the child even if this is just a confirmation of the plans set out in the first statement.  If the first statement is in support of a first interim care order with a view to the child being removed from home, follow the guidelines for the first interim statement.  If the statement is in support of an application for an adjournment of the final hearing and proceedings so that further assessment can be undertaken, follow the guidelines for the first interim statement.
8.
Contact
Refer the court to the first statement unless you are proposing any changes in the contact arrangements.  Provide an update on how that contact has been progressing (refer to contact notes where appropriate).

If changes are being proposed you need to set out why you think the changes are necessary.
9.
Parallel planning
Provide any updating information on progressing parallel plans for the child eg outcome of FGCs etc.
10.
Views of the child’s parents

This section now gives you the opportunity to comment on any statements which the parents may have filed since the first statement.  Even if the parents have not filed any statements, you will probably have more information about their views, wishes and feelings, than when your first statement was filed, so include those here.  If you have not been able to ascertain the parents’ views, wishes and feelings, set out why this is the case.

11.
Welfare checklist

Refer the court to the welfare checklist in your first statement unless the statement is in support of an application which will change the child’s circumstances.

12.
Conclusion

