Final Statement in Care Proceedings
The Front Sheet
The front sheet should be the same as for the first interim statement unless the case has been transferred to another Family Proceedings Court or transferred up to the County Court in which case this will need to be amended on the front sheet.
At the bottom of the front sheet, before your signature and date, add a paragraph which sets out the purpose of your final statement, for example, ‘I make this statement in support of the local authority’s application for a care order under Section 31 Children Act 1989 [and for orders under Section 34(2) and Section 34(4) Children Act 1989].  I would refer the court to my previous statement filed in these proceedings dated  _____ .                
1. Introduction
Refer the court to the statement in which your qualifications and experience if these have already been set out.  If this is your first statement in proceedings, follow the guidelines for first statement.

2. Family composition

Refer the court to the family composition set out in your first statement unless there have been any subsequent changes in which case set out the family composition in full as for the first statement.

3. Family background

Refer the court to your first statement and to any further statements which may have given more information about this.

4. Significant events

Set out the significant events since your last statement was filed at the court following the guidelines for the first statement.  This will need to include court hearings and outcomes and also contact visits if the child has been living away from home.

5. Local authority assessment

In this section you will need to explain how and why you have come to the conclusion which you will be setting out in your conclusion and if a care order is being sought in the care plan for the child.  
Read through the assessment section which you have prepared for the previous statement so that this statement draws on work which you have already done.  
Refer to any assessments which may have been undertaken by outside agencies or experts.  If you are not being guided by the conclusion of these assessments, you will need to set out why this is the case and should have already discussed this with your manager and lawyer.  
Appendix D of the Framework of the Assessment of Children in Need and their Family sets out the format for using assessments in family proceedings.

6. Threshold criteria

The court can only make a full supervision or care order if it is satisfied that the threshold criteria is made out.  This section should be completed in the final statement in care proceedings, discuss with your lawyer whether it is sufficient to use the threshold criteria as set out in your first statement, or refer to the statement of facts relied upon to establish the threshold that your lawyer or barrister will have prepared.

7. Present plans

If a care order is being sought, state briefly the local authority’s present plan and refer the court to your care plan.  
If a supervision order is being sought, set out the presents plans and refer the court to the written agreement.  
If you are recommending that a residence order be made at the conclusion of the proceedings, this section will need to give details about the placement, particularly if the person to whom the residence order is to be made is not a party to the proceedings and has not filed a statement on their account.  This would also now apply to recommendations for special guardianship orders to be made at the conclusion of the proceedings.

8. Contact

If a care order is being sought, briefly set out the arrangements and refer the court to the local authority care plan.  Include the arrangement for contact with parents, siblings and wider extended family.

If you are seeking an order under Section 34(4) Children Act 1989 for authority to refuse direct contact between the child and the parents, you will need to set out why the order is being sought at this stage.  This is not a straightforward application to make within care proceedings and you should have discussed this with your team manager and lawyer.

9. Parallel planning

If the local authority’s final care plan is for adoption and a potential placement has not been identified it will be necessary to provide a statement from the family finding worker in the adoption team to provide an update on their family finding and timescales for doing so.  The same would apply to a care plan for long term foster care.

If the final care plan is for placement with family members refer to any assessments that have been undertaken and support the placement.

10. Views of the child’s parents
Set out in this section the parents’ present views, wishes and feelings regarding the local authority’s application of the final hearing.  This section provides you with the opportunity to comment on statements which the parents have already filed.
11. Welfare checklist

The welfare checklist should always be completed in a final statement in care proceedings.  Look back at the welfare checklist prepared in your previous statement, it may be sufficient to reproduce.  However, if there have been any changes in the child’s circumstances or further changes are proposed, the welfare checklist will usually need to be amended.  If you are unsure, please check with your lawyer. Paragraph g, the range of powers available to the court, needs to refer to final orders.

12. Conclusion

By the time you reach this final section, the previous ten sections should have made it clear to the court how you arrived at the conclusion.  
Section 1(5) Children Act 1989 provides that:  

“Where a court is considering whether or not to make one or more orders under this Act in respect to a child, it shall not make the order or any of the orders unless it considers doing so would be better for the child than making no order at all.”
In the first part of your conclusion, you need to set out the reasons why you are seeking a particular order.  If you are seeking a supervision order, set out the reasons why it is better for the child to make a supervision order rather than no order.  
12. Recommendation
You should finally set out your formal application to the court for the orders which you seek, including, if necessary, any new orders regarding contact and placement order if the plan is for adoption.
