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Lambeth Children and Young People’s Service

APPENDIX 8

Social Worker’s Checklist

The following is a list of matters to be addressed by any social worker carrying out an assessment of a proposed or actual private fostering arrangement: 
· Check whether the arrangement falls within the scope of the Private Fostering Regulations
· Check whether formal notice has been forwarded and whether the written notification addresses all of the relevant issues outlined in the department’s notification form (the standard notification form found in Appendix 5 can be provided for this purpose)
· Provide all relevant individual with copies of the private fostering leaflets, complaints procedure, private fostering statement of purpose and allocated worker and his/her line manager’s contact details
· Obtain consent forms and declarations (see Appendix 2) in respect of the private foster carer and any other member of their household over the age of 16
· Meet with the parent(s), others with parental responsibility, the private foster carer(s), and any other person concerned to: 
a. Explain Lambeth’s Private Fostering Policy and Procedures, Regulations 2005 and the National Minimum Standards
b. Outline the services the department provides to assess, support and advise parents and carers and outline the local authority’s powers and duties to prohibit, disqualify and impose requirements or otherwise exercise any of functions under the Children Act 1989 in respect of the child

c. Discuss whether any support or referral to another agency would diminish the need for the child to be privately fostered

d. Discuss and agree arrangements to meet the child to ascertain his/her wishes and feelings about the proposed or actual private fostering arrangement and to complete an assessment of their needs

e. Verify that the anticipated start date and the intended duration of the arrangement has been understood and agreed between the parent of the child or the person with parental responsibility and the private foster carer

f. Ensure that arrangements for contact between the child and his/her parent(s), person with parental responsibility and any other person who is significant to him/her (e.g. siblings, close friends, extended family etc) have been agreed and understood. Further ensure that these arrangements will be satisfactory for the child and consistent with his/her welfare
g. Ensure that the parent(s), or other person with parental responsibility for the child, have agreed with the proposed or actual private foster carer satisfactory financial arrangements for the care and maintenance of the child 

h. Ensure that appropriate arrangements have been agreed for the child to have access to any necessary medical and dental care and treatment whilst they are privately fostered. Obtain the specific details of the GP the child is/will be registered with 

i. Check that the arrangements that have been made for the child’s education are satisfactory

j. Clarify what arrangements have been made to ensure that the child’s needs arising from his religious persuasion; racial origin, culture and linguistic background will be met

k. Clarify how parental responsibility for the child will be exercised, including what will be delegated to the private foster carer in terms of providing the day to day care of the child

l. Advice the parents and carer(s) about the value of a drafting some form of written agreement in relation to the above. The agreement attached to the ICS Private Fostering Record (Visit under Reg 8) found in Appendix 4 should also be completed towards this end. 
m. Check whether the proposed/actual private foster carer, parent/ person with parental responsibility, the child or any other person concerned with the child is in need of any advice and make appropriate arrangements for this to be provided

n. Make the proposed/actual private foster carer and parent or person with parental responsibility aware of the responsibility they have to notify the Private Fostering Team of any changes in their circumstances (e.g. convictions, changes in the composition of the household, change of address, serious illness, death etc)
· Ensure that a record of the proposed or actual private foster carer’s addresses in the last 5 years have been recorded. 

· Ensure that a review of departmental records is completed for all adults and children in the household

· If the notification is received from another local authority, ensure that a full case history is gathered for the child and the private foster carer

· If the parent(s) or person with responsibility lives abroad, ensure that all efforts to secure their telephone numbers and mailing addresses so that contact can be made

· Ensure that the immigration status of the child, proposed/actual private foster carer and parent or person with parental responsibility is known and understood by all relevant parties to the arrangement
· In order to complete the CRB application, ensure that the Documentary Evidence Sheet (found in Appendix 12) is completed in full. 
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